NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER

fHE PLACE AND POWER OF AN ENLIGHTENED
PUBLIC OFPINION.

We have had repeated occasions to admire the
dignity, gravity, and wisdom which thé" Rev. Dr.
James WALKER, of Boston, brings to such of his
discussions as have reference to the duties of men
in the figure of socicty. His “ Election Sermon,”
delivered before the Legislature of Massachusetts,
was & model of sound admonition on topies of pub-
lic interest intimately concerning the welfare of the
State. :

. On Thursday last a large number of the educated
men of New Kngland were assembled at Cambridge to
take partin the closing exercises of ¢ commencement
week,” the principal attraction of that day being
ihe Festival celebrated under the auspices of the
Association of the Alumni of Harvard College.
Dr. Walker was the orator of the day, and the
choice could not have fallen on one better qualified
to address the cultivated audience brought together
by the interesting occasion. The Boston Daily
Advertiser of Friday last, in publishing the dis-
esurse of Dr. Walker, accompanies it with the fol-

lowing appreciation :

+ Rev. Dr. Walker crowned hie previous most valuable
public instructions by the magnificent oration which he
pronounced yesterday at Cambridge. The just discrimina-
tions and wise counsels, the large observation and' pro
found pbilosophy which characterize it, make it a most
timely utterance in the present critical juncture. The
hopeful view which it expresses, upon the belef that good
citizens will not neglect the important duties which it en-
joins, gives us new coursge to look for a favorable issue
wut of the terrible trials now afflicting our nation.”

We “need, therefore, make no apology for the
;pace we give to the following citations from this
address, which inculcates duties of the first import-
ance at this time.

Assuming that we have an educated class in this
conntry whose special funetion it is to think, to
study, to know, Dr. Walker proposes to answer the
question, what has the country a right to expect
from this class as a class? And he answers it as

follows:

“ 1t is the fashion in scme quarters to mske light of
such inquiries, on the grouod that the world is not gov-
etved by great scholurs or great men, but by great ideas :
great ideas are the oply reality : great men do not exist,

except by virtus of representing them. Now, there can
be no doubt that an imﬂortml truth glimmers thmugh
wystical expressious of this sort. 1 hope I shall not be
snspected of forgetting or undervaluing the power of
great idess to rase man sbove himself, to li't up a whole
community, to impress s new character on an age or race.
But can you have great ideas without great minde to con-
ceive them, to comprehend them, to impress them on
others—at least in the first iustance 7 No student of hi«
tory or of human nsture will expect great ideas to be
generated in men scting together in masses ; they always
spiing up in single gifted or ivspired minds. Nor is this
all. We talk about great ideas, as if they would save us;
but let us understand vurselves. What we want sre not
men whoem great ideas have mrstered, but men who know
how to master great ideas. Wo do pot want men mads
heavy by idess which are too much for them ; nor men
seize upon aud run away with a single idea; por yet men
who take up & mo:t respecta le idea, and prees it int
shapes and push it into consequences which make sensi
ble nnd practical persons ashamed of it or afraid of it.

i | mrmit the presence and power of great ideas; but
this makes a class of highly «dueated men only so mueh
the more necessary, to see to it that these ideas are true
ne well as grest, snd that they are rightly understood aud

r ghtly appied. There bave been times when party epirt
and party rancor were more intense than now ; but pever
when the questions at issue were so profound, so radiesl,
8o far resching And these questions sre not reserved, ne
waes once the practice, for the schools; the discussion i
not locked up in the dead laoguage, known only to »

privileged few ; every body is expected to tuke part i
. Tuu cag iuuul, wpOU A WegaLinT OF B BOWSPApPO!
which does not bring into potice some of these great idens
some novel and startling doetrine which is thought by
many to strike at the very foundations of religion aud
government, aod even of buman nature itself. Alarmiste
will tell you 1bat the world is coming to an end. Whet
then, are we to do? Even the grest leaders of thoughi
on the progreesive ride are beginoiog to betray uneasiness
at what they have styled a tendency to intellectual anarchy
in modern society. But if this is so, what, I ask again
are we todo ! -

“The pature of the evil suggests, as it seems to me
what must, io general, be Lhe nature of the remedy. W.
want what will take the place, and bave some at least of
the eff ots, of old-fashioned suthority. It is & conscious-
ness of this want, more or less distinotly apprebended
which gives rise, from time to time, to reactionary move
wents, especially in politica and religion—republicans lean-
g to monarchy and Protestaota going back to Rome, But
reactionary mosements seldom come to aoy thing, and for
an obvious reason., Such is the complexity and mutusl in-
terdependence of causes and effects in social physics, that
you csnnot go back in ooe without going back in all. 11
you would bave the authority of the middle nges, as u re-
ality and not as s sham, you must bave the middle ages
antire. The law would seem to be that every new condi-
tion of society develops & new set of tendencies, and st
the same time o new set of checks and balances, these new
checks and balances being the only ones that ean be sin.
cerely or effectunlly apphied. Ina moment of panie all
parties way coocur in 8 seeming restoration of the old se-
carities; but it will snoner or Inter appear that there is a
world of difference between really believing ard making
believe. Yin cannot reproduce the past; revolutions go
uot backward, Accordingly, a wine conssrvatism, instead
of wasting its energies in & vain attempt to revive an obso-
lese form of suthority, will seek rather to make the most
of its modern substitute. And if yon ask me what the
modern substitute is, I am at no loss for a reply. It is an

lightened public opivion, sustained by the great body of
edueated men, sud directed nod enforeed by the highest
intelligenoe in the commuuity.”

After avswering the objection that error, and
sometimes most pernicious error, often finds its vo-
taries among men of education, and that such men,
even the best of them, are not of one mind even
on questions generally accounted most vital and
fundamental, Dr. Walker proceeds as follows :

cere wrong-beadedness, which it is the busivess of the
better-informed to set right

“ Guidance—eool, wary, far-seeing guidauce—is Lhe
Pm“ want and the grest duty of tbe bour., Wheu men
ived aod died iu the opinions and practices Lo which they
wers born, they Were obviously in no danger of falling
into mew errors. And not only so0; their traditionary
opiuions and practices might be ::th. or might be wrong ;
but, at any rate, the institutions of soeiely had become so
adjusted to them as to make them consistent with order.
Widely different are the times on which we have fallen.
The people®re every where expeeting, waiting for, and
ready to welcome whatever purports to be the latest reve-
Intion of truth and duty, Under these circumstances, to
abundon thewm to shallow, or sinister, or wad counsels, is
to put religion, society, law, property, every thing at risk.
Accordingly, it will not do for edueated men to go on
thinkiog only of themselves and their families, consulting
only their own tastes or their own ease ; they must think
of the publie, and be ready to labor for it, aud make snori-
fices to it. BSell-interest iteell dictates this course. ‘The
fate of every one of us, the vses and pleasures of profes
sionsl suceess and high social position, all your dresms of
happy years to come, and the prospects of your children
after you, are wrapped up in the fate of our common ecoun-
try. To save our country, therefore, in this senson of her
utmost peril, should be vur first care.

“ And this, as intimated before, must be maiuly through
our agency #s the great moderating and regulating force
of society. I do pot forget that educated mep belong to
different parties, and are committed to different policies ;
but has it come to this, that parties and policier are every
thing, sad the country nothing 7 There are two ways in
which a thoroughly consistent member of a party may hope
to serve bis country—either by the influence he exerts on
other parties, or by the iofluence he exerts on his own
party. Much less 1s Lo be expected from the furmer than
18 generally sup , and for an obvious reason. In eivil
dissensions of long standing, each party gradually works
iteelf up to an entire conviction that trutg and right aud
humanity are cn its side. So confident is this nesumption,
sv intense this feeling, that any attempt on the part of op-
ponents to put it down by argument, or by ridieule, or
contemptuous insinuations, or by menace, seldom has any
other effect than to streogthen it, and turn it into rage.
But it is not so with the iufluence which the example and
sober counsels of n man of weight and intelligence are
likely to have on his own party, or thoese who in most
things go with him.

“‘An Eoglish statesman of the last century, speaking from
personal experience, has told us thal ‘ the heads of par-
Giea are like the heads of suakes, carried on by their tails.’
[ do not thiuk this descriptipn spplies very generally to
arties in this country: sometimes I almost wish it did,
or I still have faith in the strorg practical sense of the
masses  With us, for the last twenty or thirty years, the
principal danger bas srizen from the fact that the leader-
gliip of parties hus fallen, ot least to & considerable extent,
into the baods of two clasees of men, the mere politician
who thinks ooly of party sscendancy, and the mere theor-
ist who thinke only of pushing through some pet measure
or some pet system—a state of things affording abundant
opportunity and temptstion for any amount of corrupt
bargaining. Now, if the great body of educated men could
be induced to nct with sufficient energy and decision, I feel
sure they would put themselves in opposition to this ten-
denoy. They would make it their first care each one to
make his own party what it ought to be; that is to say, to
bring it under the influence of its best minds, of the high-
eat and soundest statesmanship it can boast. Thus, though
acting in different parties, they might still be eaid to ast
together ; for they would actin the same general apirit,
aud for the same general re<ult—namely, to make all par-
ties more loyal and more patriotic.

‘And agnin I say eelfishness itself dictstes this course.
Without going at all into the question whose fault it is, or
whether any body is in fault, it is certamly to ba regretted
thut the present war bae not been carried on in & way to
unite all parties at the North. What is the use of trying
w shut our eyes on the fact that a divided people are
struggling to preserve the life of & great nation? To ex
pect that either party, with all it« jealousies and ant
pathies in u flume, will give up its convictons and prefer-
~nces to the other is smumply absurd. Unless, thersfore,
in this extremity, the leading miods in the community are
willing to work day and night, snd work together, each
one to keep his own party from extreme or from faotions
measures, 1t seems to me that our best hope, under God,
I will not eay our last, is gone.

* Here prubsbly I shall be met by the plea, 8o eommon
of late yesrsin this country, ‘ Toe peopls do not wish, and
will not accept, our services. Even our own party will
not listen to us.’ Bome, indeed, have gone so far as to
put this on general grounds, making it to be the natural
snd necessary result of democratical institutions. A re-
publie, they ray, is no place for men of eminence nnd dis-
inction in any thiog, for men much sbove or mueh below
the common standard : it is the paradise of average men.
“Now, in what sense and how far is this statement
true ! Unquestionably in a republe, rightly eondueted,
the bulk of the community are more likely to be well eared
for than under any other form of government; and the
reason is, that they take care of themselves. But how do
they take care of themselves, so far, I mean, as their re-
In‘ions to the State are concerned ! Siwply by electing
able and houest men for Lhis purpose. II from any cause
they fail to do #o, no matter whether from the dearth of
such wmen, or from perversely choosiog inferior men, it is

‘or any body. The paradies of average men! I am not
askiog for sagacious and thoroughly inetructed statesmen,
that they may use the people, byt that the people may use
them ; and to suppose the people unwilling to use them is
to suppose them to have lost their senses on one subject,
while they retain them on all others. Did you ever hear
of & maa in serions difficulty as to his property, or reputa-
tion, or life, looking round to find an * avernge' lawyer to
belp bim ont of it? Did you ever hear of & parish adver-
kisng for an * aversge’ mivister, or a great corporation for
an ‘ average' actusry or superintendent? Yet thie would
be wisd m iteell compared with committing the vast and
complicated concerns of a great commonwealth to incom-
petent, or even to aversge hands, to persons with no pecu-
liar fitness or training for their epecia! task.

“ Be this, however, s it may, it does not alter the facts
iu the case. We shall still be pressed with the question,
* In it not true that every republie, including our own, has
manifested s growing distrust of the highest ability in
candidates for the highest places?' T sup we must
anawer, yos; but with two important quasiifieations. In
ihe first placs, it is not the people, left t) themselves, who
thus desert their great leaders, but the people practised
upon and esjoled by the politicinns. And in the seeond
place, this desertion, however bronght about, is often more
spparent than real Mueh of what ik said ubout the tri-
umph of aerailability over merit relates exelusively to
electioneering tactics and the scrnmble for office; after
all, the people know the difference between them, and
show it in a thounsand ways. In office, or ont of office, a
great statesman is a great power in the State, * * *

* What, then, is the conclusion to which we are brought ?
Not, surely, that we should bave dreamers, or visionaries,
or mere theorists to rule over us. If there is n practical
thing under heaven it is eivil government—to be framed
and administered on practical principles, that is to say,
with s constant reference to what is best, not perhaps in
iteelf, but in the circumstance. For this reason the first
requisite in persone who are to fill important posts is un-

uestionably a sound practical judgment, trained by expe-
rience in actusl public service. Butit does not fullow that
sintesmanship 15 to be clusced with the trades or erafts,
and not'with the liberal professions, It is still a liberal

rofession, which rupposes the business to be understood
0 ita principlea se well s in its application, and the whole
to be based on a broad general euiture. No doubt singls

** Unlees sll our boasting about the influence of study
and high eulture oo the mind and character is mere arru-
gonce, or mere cant, there must be many subjects on whieh
the great body of educated wen, of whatever sect or party,
must feel and think together  Agnio, therefore, I aay it in
to a public opimon founded on this sgreemont, ns far as it
goes, aud every where houestly and fearlessly expressed,
that we are to turn s coe of the great regulative prinei-
ples of modern society.

“No whers in this regulative principle more needed
than among a people liviog under institutions like ours and
in times like oure.  To the question, then, What ean we,
nn educated men, do for our country? 1 reply, Mach,
every wiy, with this to recomwmend it, that what we do

wil be chiefly felt, ot in practical life, where the nation |

in the strongest, but in intellectual life, where 1t is unques
tionably the wenkest

“ With respeot to the great majority of edueated men,
the dapger is from ind:ficrence and remiseness, Dark ns
the prospeet is, I cannot b lp thinking that our publie
affsire would soon begin to wear n diffarent nspect, il the
winest and bt men among ve would every where awake
to their du y ae the gren wodernti g aud regulating power
in a Free Suate.  In times like theses in 1t right, is it safe,
in it maoly for those who ought to exert a coutrolling -
fluence in the community to look ou, earping snd gram-
bling at what others do, without even so wueh ae attempt-
iug 1o do any thing themselves 7 Offioe i not easentinl in
sny country, &vd least of a1 in this eountry, to u wide
socinl and polives] sway. 1. is given to but few to found
empires, to lostitute laws, to discover principles—io do
nuy thing, in short, which will waterially enlarge the
boundaries of human thought or aetivity,; but all ean con
tribute sumethivg to secure or restore s sonnd aud benlthy
stite of public opivion. And this is precisely what ie
myst nosded now sod here. The universal spread of »
modienm of knowledge has off cted 8 change in the
aetion of the public mind, wheeh, it 18 not balsnesd snd
regulated by «ther changen, wiil lead to as mnch harm e
goud. Tre ublguity of the achool manier, if he has not
turned uw all into redsonable beings, hns turned ue all into
reasoning beiogs.  The people demand to know the why
and the wherefore of thivgs.  All nuthority, all leginintiun,
sl instruction fur wbich w sstisfactory reason cannot be
given, and is not given, seems struck with irremediable
impotence. There in no real fuundation for the eomplaint,
sowetimes made, that the multitude, while they refuse to
follow authority, sro ready enough to follow bad.
They are nol mislea by authority, good or bad, in the
comwon %m of that term ; but b, lophl‘hul roa-
souiogs, by false or garbled statements, by passionate and
one-tided declamation—the whole ofien resulting in & win-

and rare instances have occurred of geniue or native apti
tude for affaire, which seamed to dispense with the neces-
sity of previous traiiog. Yet even in such cases, I pus-
peet that one of two things usually happens—either the
previoua trainiog is really required, though in peculiar and
rapid ways: or else, the statesmaaship itself wanta finish
and eompl: toness, pechaps indeed is nothing bt the vulgar
counterfeit, politieal cunning.”

HOW THEY TREAT A RIOT IN BOSTON.
The disturbance in Boston on Monday night and Tues-.
dny sppears to have been an inconsidarable affair, and was
nromptly suppressed by the authorities. The military
went sbout their work in sober enrnest, and poured in re-
peated volleys wherever the rioters appesred. The eivil
nuthorities too met the emergenoy like men, und the re-
sult was that in loss than twelve hours the whole affsir
was over. A number of the rioters had been arrested and
will be tried for wilful murder, A proclsmation was
isund on Wednesday by Mayor Lineoln, in which he snys :

“ The good order and quiet of the city shall ba preserved
nt all hinzardas, snid thore who riotously attempt them shall
be brought 1o punishment, whatever vigor may be neces
sary to these ende.  That lunocent parties may not suffer
with the guilry, all persons whoss duty does not eall them
into proximity are wn_:rnrd to keep awny from them ; and
all parents and gunrdians ure earnestly decired to see that
:::’l::‘l.l:?!’l under their control are not in the atreets nlter

On Wednesdny night the military preparations were
most ample sod efficient. Upwnards of two thoussnd
troops, comprising all arms of the servien—artillery, cay
alry, and infantry—all well armed, wers on duty during
the pight, aiationed st convenient localitiea for efMctent
action if their services bad been required.

CONBOLIDATION OF DEPARTMENTS.

Aun order 1ssued from the War Department on the 15th
iostant directs that the military departments of Virginia
and North Carolioa be united into one, and Major Gen,
J. G. Foster in nssigned lo the command. Major Gen,
Dix is thus relieved from duty on the Peninsuls and bhas
returned to New York, where be in to sssume eommand
of the Eastorn Department.

« for lntervention did arrive this count

certain that the republic will soon cease to be a paradise [

THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION.

Lo the British House of Oommons, on Tuesdsy, the 50th

of June—

Mr. Rognuck rose to wove his with respect
to recognition of the Confederates, Kumha well knew
the importance of the motion, and the oblogquy to which
he was exposing himself, fur he was seting agsinst those
who copsidered themselves the salt of the earth, and no
one had a right to disenss or question their conduct. In
spite of this he sdopted this course because he b:lieved it
was for the honor and interest of this eountry, and he
therefore sppealed to the bonor and impartislity of the
Houee to support this motion fur negotia with & view
to the recogaition of the Conlederste States. He praised
highly the courage wnd virtue of the SBouth, and denouaced
the anti-slavery of the North s bypoerisy, for they would
rivet slavery to-morrow om the necks of the blacks if the
Bouthern States would eome back; but they would not,
and he rejoiced to think so. Their proaperity bad been
such that if things had gone on ss they were they would
have been the bullies of the world, which they would have
bestridden like a Colossue, whilst we petty men crept be-
tween its lrgs, searce desmiog our souls our own. ]
question wag, had the tims srrived? The Bouth offered
# boon such as the worid had never known, but it was
driven now to msnufacture for itself; it would roon use
its eotton and create intercatsa whieh 1t would have to pro-
tect when the war cessed explained that with Mr,
Lindsay he had gone to the Emperor of the I'rench to
elear up the reports spread by Government, which would
spresd any reports to suit its purpose. He was told that
the Emperor bad changéd his mind, bug all be could ssy,
and he pledged his word for it, that the Emperor had au-
thorized him to say in the Houee of Commons that he
instructed Baron Gros to propose negotiations to the Eng-
lish Government. The Emperor also complained that his
Confederate commission to the lish Government with
respect to a mediation last autumn been shown to Mr.
Sewsrd, but etated that he desired to act with England in
all things, and especially with respect to rics. The
Emperor also said that he feared for the state of his manu-
facturing districts next winter, and in his (Mr. Roebuck's)
opinion it was the duty of the Euglish Gosernment to
ahow some consideration for the sufferiug districts of Eng-
land. In conclusion he moved that an humble petition
be presented to her Majesty praying thut she will be gra-
ciously plessed to enter into negotiations with the luut
Powers of Europe for the purpose of oblaining their co-
cépention in the recogoition of the independence of the
onfederate Btates of America.

Lord R. MONTAGUE moved ns sn amendment that this
House earnestly desire that the impartial neutrality should
continue to be maintasined by her Mujesty's Government
during the present unhappy conteet in the States of North
America. He yielded to no wan in sympatby and admira-
tioh for the SBouth, but they were now on the point of
working out this independence, and they ought not to be
interfered with. He also objected to any intervention.
The offer of it was not likely to be acceptable to either
side, and, whilst it could lead to no good, might involve
serious difficulties.

Mr. CLIFFORD seconded the amendment

The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER &aid it was the
duty of every responsible adviser of the Crown to divest
bimself of partiality in considering such & question as
this, and to regard facts alove in forming a and de-
liberate judgment. Few who observed the heroie deeds
of the Bouth could withhold that s ’ﬁthy; ‘but, on the
other haod, the noble lord cenceiv ions of extended
dominion to which they clung with pardonable tenacity.
Such a question as this must be argued, not as the basis of
British interests, or that British interests were threatened
by the prospects of the American Union. He believed
that the poliey of strict neutrality snd non-intervention
was the only one that would have been approved by the
country, and in the spirit of that policy Government still
dl.-aire?m act. Ile did not believe that the restoration of
the | nion wes attainable, and this was the general opin-
ion of the country. Regarded in the I'ght that there could
ha no doubt of the issue, no- practical benefit conld result
from recoguition st present. There was no case in which
stch a recognition had taken place without being followed
by war, and, admilting the evils of the war, they must
take care that in remedying one evil they did not fall into
agreater. A recognition would deprive this eountry of
the character and wéight of mearn;li? When a

many traditional
relnfions and ioterests. France, by her action in Mexico,
had engagements which prevented her recognitioo of the
South without iveurring a taunt of partiahty or self-inte-
rost fatal to their suthority aod influence. Traditionally
and naturally, America affected to be independent of Eu-
ropean o?iuiun. They bad more faith in the gentle act of
that opinion than in diplomatic acte, but action would be
destroyed by a recogmition of the South, It would also
rouse in the North that spirit of patriotic resistance which
had hitherto been the great secret of Bouthern success
and Northern ioferiority, and it would oheck any reaction
that might be going oo in the minds of American citizens
| in favor of peace. Forthese reasons he trusted the House
would support the Government in resisting the motion. ,

Mr. W. E ForsTER referred to the declaration of Earl
Russell in another place contradicting the ents of
Mr. Roebuck. With respect to the views of the Emperor

of the French, he believed that the country had seen
| enough of diplomatic action on such questions with the
Emperor of the Freneh. In conjunction with the Empe-
ror of the French we had drifted into the Crimean war—
there were serious fears abroad that we might drifc into a
war in conjunction with him on aecount of Poland, but
there was no doubt, if the House allowed the Ewperor of
the French to use Mr. Roebuck as his second ambassador
to sound his opinions against ths Government of the day,
we should soon drift into s war with Ameriea. He com-
batted the opinions of Mr. Roebuck, and showed that the
proposals for mediation last autumn had led to the con-
scription act, and maintained that the motion, if earried,
would render peace between the North and the SBouth im-
possible, and would inevitably involve us in the war.

Lord R. CeciL supported the motion, which, if carried,
would, in his opinion, have a great moral effect upon the
duration of the war. It wasin vain to suppose the North
could conquer the South, aud therefore the continuance of
hostilities was a gigantie crime. The English Government
was now the sole obstacle to the recognition of the South,
and as such it was responsible to England and to every one.

Mr. BRIGHT said that the honorable member trom
Sheffield had left them in no manner of doubt as to his
object, which, when his recent character and recent
speeches were considered, was the same as if he had ask-
ed the House to sddress the Crown and declare war
against the United Btates, which would be & war on the
ocenn, and every thing belonging to both countries would
be swept from the seas, When the trouble in America
wha over, whether the Union was restored or not, it would
lenve & wound in the hearts of the most instructed and the
wealthiest people on earth which a century would not
heal ; but be prayed the Great Arbitrator of events would
never permit this country to commit the most stupendous
act of guilt ever recorded in the annals of the world.

8ir G GREY said he would pow notiee the extraordi.
nary conduct of Mr. Roebuck in constituting himsell an
eovoy to the Emperor of the French, although such con-
duct was a violation of ull confidence aod official courtesy.
He repeated the declarations of Earl Russell in the House
of Lords, and expressed his inability to reconcile them
with the statement of Mr. Roebuck. As to hia personal
knowtedge of the views of the Emperor of the French
they were totally at variance with the information
sessed by the Foreign Qffice.
there was the slightest ground for the com 3
fidential communications of the Emperor had been sub-
mitted to the Federal Government ; such a charge was
preposterous, and Mr. Roebuck must have m
the Emperor, who bas always expressed his satisfaction
ut the manner in which his views had been considered by
her Majesty's Giovernment.

The debate was then sdjourned.

OFFICIAL DENIAL OF NAPOLEONR'S PROPOSAL.

In the House of Commons, on the same day, Mr. W. B,
ForsTER nsked if the Government had received any onm-
munieation from the Frepch Governmsnt relating to the
recognition of the Confederats States.

Mr. LAYARD snid: It is very important that my answer
should be clear and distinet. No communieation with re-
apect either to the proposal of an armistice or the offer of
mediation has been recsived up to the present time, OF
course I mean s'nes Inst sutumn.

THE QUESTION TO BE FURTHER DISCUSSKED.
In the House of Commone on Thursday, the 24 of
July— '

Government would give up Monday, the 13th, uuless any
question of public importance should intervene, for the re

sumption of the debate on the motion for the recoguition
of the Southern States of America.

Mr. W. E. FoRsTER nsked the under Becretary for For-
oi n Affsirsif he could inform the House whether it was
true that a proposition was made some time ago for s joint
mediation between the Federnl and Confederate States on
the parta of the Eoglish and French Governments.

Mr. LAYARD, after considerable interruption from Mr.
Roebuck, denied the truth of statements made by Mr,
Roebuck on the evening when he made his motion, and
eaid that since Nuvember last no communioation had been
received from the French Government proposing media-
tion between the North nod Bouth. He also denied the
truth of Mr. Roebuck’s assertion on the authority, as Mr.
Roebuek alleged, of the Em of the French, that last
yenr Lord Lyons commi 8 breach of oconfidence by
taking to Mr. Seward a copy of a despateh addressed to
her Msjesty's Goverriment by the Goverament of Franoe

ralative to affairs of
A LETTER FROM MR. LINDSAY.

Mr. W. 8. Lindssy publiah
precating commonta. oo the miskion ou ‘of himpelf aad

uck to Parie while the
ment, and amserting that .m"&‘.'." o -

bag stated s

| four of our

He utterly denied l'::t i
that con- |

8ir G. GrEY, in reply to Mr. Roebuck, stated that the | togeth

uite tr ;I‘ will be nal.lrllangl Mr. Lmh;y} 't::“
debate is resumed on . -M .
the interview with the .

u, had time pe .
that in sueh a cass mere reassertion is not proof, and pre-
fers the concurrent and pomtive testimony of half a dozen
official persons to the reminiecences of Mr, Roebuck snd
Mr. Lindssy.

AN EXFLANATION FROM PARIS.

The Parig Moviteur of the 5th instant coutains the ful-
lowing explanation of the interview of Messrs. Roebuck
and Lindsay with the Emperor Napoleon. It wes tele-
gropbed from Paris vis London to Queenstown The
Moniteur saya :

LATER FROM EUROPE.

y By the arrival of the steamship Africa at Halifax we
have advices from Europe three days later, She left Liv-
erpool on the 11th and Queenstown on the 12th instant.
The Evglieh press were still engaged in discussing the
rebel invasion of the Lioyal States, and the probability of
Lee's sucoess—generally taken for granted. The Morning
Post snys that Mr. Lindsay was expected on the 13th to
favor the House of Commons with a detsiled sccount of
his sscond interview with the Emperor Napoleon. Lord
Palwerston hed requested Mr. Roebuck to drop the fur-
ther discussion of the question of recogeition, as it was not
desirable to reaume 1t or to bind {he Goveroment to pledge
themselves as to future action. Mr. Roebuck postponed
his answer until the 13th. It is denied in Paris that Mr,
Dayton said the United States would consider the recogni-
tion of the rebels a casus belli. M. Drouyn de 'Huys had
asked Mr. Dayton whether a fresh offer of medistion would
be well received at Washington, and Mr. Dayton had given
a negative answer. Encounters belween the Poles and
Russinns continue to be daily reported—the latter being
generally defeated. There is no change to note in eotton,
breadstuffs, or provisions. Consols were quoted at 92} a
923 for money.
OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

The latest English journals contain the correspondence
relative to the seizure of the schoover Will-o’-the-Wiap by
the United States ship Moutgomery. The facts of the
case, as deltailed before the United States prize court, are
already known, The court beld that the capture was not
warranted, but, owing to some suspicious circumstances,
the court deemed that the captors should only pay their
own expeuses. Upon this Earl Russell requested Lord
Lyons to state to Mr. Seward that her Msjesty's Govern-
ment were dissatisfied with the decision, and considersd
that some compensation should be granted to the owners.
Mr. Beward replied that if the owners were diseatisfied
they might carry the case to the Court of Appeals. Earl
Ruasell therefore writes to Lord Lyons, requesting him to
inform Mr. Seward that her Masjesty's Government have
heard with regret the answer which he has returned on
behalf of the United States, and still hopes he will recou-
sider the matter. * The circumstances of the case,” he
eays, ** present so clear ad instance of uomistakenble seiz-
ure, and the ground alleged by the Judge for not award-
ing the costs at large, if not also damages, is so inadequate
on the face of it, as to enable Mr, Beward, upon consult-
ing the law officers of the United States Government, to
grant the redress prayed for without subjecting the injur-
ed parties to the delsy and expense of farther judieial pro-
ceedicge.” This expression of epinion is duly made by
Lord Lyons, and Mr. Beward, in a long reply, states that
if so it would be ** incumbent” on the United States Gov-
ernment to withdraw their confidence from the judicial
tribunals of the country. In accordance with the diree-
tions of Earl Russell the case was not pressed further, and
there the matter rests.

THE POLISH QUESTION.

ance, but it continues to be asserted at Berlin that it will
be of a concilistory and peaceful character. La Patrie
maintaine that it is impossible to arrive by diplomacy at a

dove ita part, it is now time that that of war should begin.

ANGLO-CONFEDERATE TRADE REPORT.

A commercial circular just recéived from a’respectable
firm at Charleston gives a general report of the state of
business in that eity down to the 34 ultimo. It states
that large arrivals of foreign goods contivue to take place,
80 that the market, notwithstanding the blockade, waa, for
the time, overstocked. With regsrd to cotton, it makes
the importsot snnouncement that many speculators were
eager sellers, in order to avoid the Confederate States war
tax, which bas recently become law, levying an impost of
eight g)er cent. ad valorem, bml:):alﬂ on all cotton that
shall be beld after the present of July by every one
who is not a producer. It is added, this tax, however,
once paid, it is expected that cotton prices will further ad-,
vance, and that some well-informed parties look for fi
cents as a minimum. Beveral of the individual States, it
Basing 1 o & Iotiing VIR o8 ol Py ok e
placing it on & r property or me -
dise. The value ofntin mm:“ A8 secu-
rity for the Confederate is, of course, increased pre-
cisely to the extent to which these measures have been
adopted —London Times of July 9.

AFFAIRS IN NORTH CAROLINA.

There were two arrivals at Fortress Monroe on Satur-
day from Newbern, North Carolina. One of the vessels
brought Major General Foster and two of his stafl, who,
relieving Gen. Dix, will command the lately consolidated
departments of Virginia and North Carolina, having his
beadquarters at Fortress Monroe. Gen. Heckman in left
in command in North Carolina.

The latest news and rumors from North Carolina are
embodied in the following parsgraphs furnished by news-
paper correspondents :

Willismaton, on the Roanoke river, was bombarded

ing their .

(N. C.) Btate Journal alleges the discovery
of secret oal organizations rposes are most
infamous and treasonable. It cautions "pl..l otic -

A Newbern letter of the 15th instant refers in the fol-
lowing terms to the current and Iate reports of & reaction
of public cpinion in North Carolina in regard to the value
and necemity of the Old Union:

The reply of Russin to the three Powers is still in abey- |

solution of the Polish queation, and that diplomacy having :

LATE BATTLES NEAR CHARLESTON.
CAPTURE OF MORRIS ISLAND

ATTACK AND REPULSE AT FORI' WAGNER.

Tho United States transport steamer Fulton, arrived st
New York, brings many details of the lately renswed ope-
rations by our military and naval forces sgainst the city of
Charleston, with full sccounts of the asssult of the 10tk
instant, which resulted in the capiure of nesrly all of Mor-
ris Ieland, aud also of the aseault and repulse of the 11th
upon Fort Wagner, the ooly battery upon that island which
was not captured on the first day. The particulars are
given most at large in the subjeined correspondence. At
the latest date (14th) Gen. Gilmore had commenced min-
ing Fort Wagner, and it was expected that he would take
it inafew days Gen. Terry had possessed himself of
Jumea Island up to Becessionville, where he fortified hie
position. The iron-clads rendered efficient services in cos
operation with the military. As early.as the 5th instant
they fired some shotaat Fort Sumter, but did not fairly
commence work until the morning of the 9th, when they
opened with earnestness, their shots producing a good effect
upon the wall at the south side of the Fort. The firing
was kept up for iwo hours, when orders were given to
withdraw. It wae renewed on eubsequent days, for how
long and with what effect 18 not yet known.

Correspondence of the New York Tribuns,

Morris ISLAND, TWo MILES FROM Four BuMTER,

o July 10, 1863.

Ou the 12th of June Gen. Gilmore arrived in the De-
partment of the Bouth, and on the 14th assumed command,
and immediately entered upon the discharge of his duties.
Bearcely had his stall officera taken their seats in the head-
E“m rooms at Hilton Head, the day before vaeated by

e stefl of Gen. Hunter, before the chief quartermnster
of ‘tho dopartment wus called upon for W
Folly Island, and in s few moments thereafter the
steamer Mary Benton was seen speeding out of the bay
toward Charleston with the General

on board.

Upon arriving at Ialand, Gen. Gilmore discovered
that the southern of the island, co Btono
- Rt i o storbng o o

prevent inou upon
:nhort‘rgtho:ahl Mﬂn.'ﬁ“ that u 13::-
reme noj commanding thouse e
southern pdf:::fllnmt Island, not a single earthwork
had been erected, not & gun mounted, nothing but a
few pickets scattered thinly along the beach offered any
resistance to the rebel of the island. Bo strong
was the southern extremity and so weak the northern that
Gen. Gilmore remarked to the officer in command of the
island that could it be turned around on a pivot, saveral
weeks' hard sboveling and engineering would be eaved
to him; but, as it was, all the available must take
bold and accomplish in twenty dlil what, il commenced
in tim. might have been extended through three or four

months.

Folly Island is a strip of land extending frem Stone
river to Lighthouse inlet, a distance of seven miles, and
from the ocean to Folly river one mile. The lower two-
thirds of the island is covered with a thick growth of rnl-
metto and pine trees; the upper one-third consists of low
marshy swamp with the exception of the small point run-
nivg out upon Lighthouse iulet, which is covered with a
thick stunted iﬁ:owth of live oak and palmettoes, springing
out of sand hills made from the eea, ranging from ten to
twenty feet in height, and to the quick perceptive facul-
ties of Gen. Gilmore furnishing admirable positions for
masked batteries.

On Morris Island, on the opposite side of Lighthouse
inlet, the rebels had already erected, since the late naval
sttack upon Fort Bumtar, several batteries, in all mount-
ing nine heavy columbiads, and three ten-inch wnortars, all
besring upon Folly Island, the mouth of Lighthouse inlet,
and the to the Island via Folly river. Three of
these guns are also upon pivots, and could be b t to
bear upon monitors or gunboats in case they should again
make the attempt to reach Charleston through the SBouthern

At the time of Gen. Gilmore's arrival upon Folly Island
the rebels were aware, from several little récon-
noissances they had made, that no guns bad been mounted
by us upon the extreme northern point; that the only
thing ing an earthwork was at the southern side
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dred yards of the enemy's works without
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light artillery was'within seven miles of him.
the guns in position, the ammu-
nition all in hand, nothing was wanting but the execution
of a fow slight military combinations before the attack upon
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Hive, 200 woll o et T
1 oul ve given us

if we bad been so unwise as hlmre‘ hm.

hﬂlu:.mﬂu Gilmore did not foi:mml [T

) ous an nndamm r warfare upon seis

inland of the South he prefers the s the axe, the siege-

the
gun, and the oultivated brain of the engineer. and
who has observed what difficulties he has surmounted with-
in the past few weeks will venture to suggest a doubt with
regard to the wisdom of his ehoice.

This evening, ns I close this hasty secount of the day's
work, we are in possession of two-thirds of Morris Island,
and with nearly one-half of the guns captured this morn-
ing already turned on Fort Wagoer, the only

fort, with the exception of Cum Point, required to
be taken before we have full .
Ni all the afternoon the monitors have been throw-

ing shell directly into Fort Wi ,aod have been re-
ceiving her fire

return, but without -mmt 13' mate-
rial damage, although the Admiral’s fiagship, the Catakill,
b g Tt ey i
some ¢ 3 hor _gunas, nearly all o
which fall short from & quarter to half & mile.

At day in the morning an. -will be made to
cln{.l'ott aguer ut the point of the Detach-
mn.a ~of the Beventh Conuecticut, Ninth , and Bev-

enty-sixth Penosylvapia, all under the command of Gen.
8trong, bave boen detailed to perform the duty. God
grant that this deeperate und bloody undertaking may be

succeseful !
Mornis IsLaND, (8. C.) JuLy 11, 1863.

The assuult has bern made upon Fort Wagner and we
have been repulsed.

At three o'clock this morning Gen. Strong led the 7th
Conaecticut, under command of Lieut. Col. Rodman; ths
76th Penusylvania, Major Henks, and the 9th Maine, Col.
Eng, boldly to the attack, drove in the first line of thw
enemy's pickets, thrown out about half a mile from
the fort, received a vigorous fire from three platoons of
infantry in rifle-pits, advanced upon snd drove all pot
brought to the dust by our rifles up to and through the
gates of the fort, while the 7th Connecticut pushed amde

the abattis, waded through the diteh, took the southeast
bastion, bayoneted all who offered any resistance, and ran
his first line all along the parapet faciog the aod in
five minutes mors would have bad onl whole
fort if the 7Gih Peonsylvania and the 9th Maine had sup-
:urliedhimllglllmtly as the 7th Coonecticut led. One

undred and eighty men conld pot battle with the whole
garrison of the fort, said to be seven huodred strong, to-
gether with grape and canister belching from howitzers,

rakiog the ditches from ev int of the oon:rn.
Slowly this gallant little hm -ut from the Seventh
C Were ¢om) to fall back, but not until

they hed left two-thirds of their number in the ditches, on
the parapet, and within the walls of the fort. Lieut. Col.
Rodman and nearly all his captains were wounded, and
several who fell into the enemy’s hands are supposed to
bave been killed. Col. Rodman behaved with the greatest
gallantry, received two seyere wounds, one ﬂuﬁh his
right leg below the knee and the other in his left side,
I!!!:::{ o{.hwhich. g . h Pmm. is
mo Beventy- ennsylvania
Maine, demoralized by the fire of grape and
on their faces and rose only to relire beyond
g all who witaessed the attack, are of the opinion that the
h’:‘t ;mu.lld ::u he::"in‘ou;'pmmim if nﬁrnﬁmz
is one of the persistence gallantry

the Eare?th Coonecticut. As it is we have lost one hua-
dred brave men in killed, wounded, and Who
were killed and who were wounded in bold
we bave not yet learned, as they are in the enemy’s hands.
With the exception of this asssult, nothing has been done
to-day by the army.

The Monitors, however, have been #
By beon

-

The New York Times of Tuesday gives publicity to the
following letter, addressed to its principal Editor, Mr.
HeNRY J. RaymoxD, by Mr. THURLOW WEED, late of
the Albany Evening Journal :

ALBANY, BATURDAY, JULY 18, 1863.

MY DEAR BiR: I coneur with you in believing that
‘“ there are not spires enough in your city to avert the
wrath of Heaven,” if immediate relief

THE NEGRO ENROLLMENT IN KENTUCKY.
From the Lowisville Journal.
ago issued an order for the enrollment of free negroes in

Kentucky na citizens within the purview of the conserip-
tion not. The illegality. offensivences, and temerity

this order, as we learn, immediately led to an earnest re-
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